v.J            "TRISTRAM SHANDY," VOLS. V. AND VI.            Mi
or without tlicm. Present my best iiml warmest wishes to tlioin, niul advise the eldest to prop up hin unirUs, and j^et a rich dowager hi'foro the conclusion of I he praee. "Why will not tho advice Huifc both, par nohilc fr<ttnt>n ?"
In conclusion, he tells his friend that the next morning, if Heaven permit, he begins the fifth volume of Shandy, and adds, defiantly, that he "fares not a curse for tho critics," but "will load my vehicle with what goods Il'o sends me, and they may take 'cm oil my hands or let 'em alone."
Tliu allusions to foreign travel in this letter were made with something more than a jesting intent. Sterne had already begun to bo seriously alarmed, and not without reason, about the condition of his health. He shrank from facing another English winter, and meditated n southward flight so soon as he should have finished hia fifth and sixth volumes, and seen them safe in the printer's hands. His publisher lie had diangiul, for what reason ia not known, and the firm of Brrkel A.' I)e Jloiidt litwl taken the place of I>od.sle.y. Sterne hoped by tho end <?f the year to bo free to depart from England, and already lie had made all arrangements with his ecelesiaHUeal HUpn-riors for the, necessary leave of absence, lie Bn-niH to havo been treated, with all e.onnideration in tint mutter, llin Archbishop, on being applied to, at ouee, uxi'UHe.d him from pfirochial work for a year, and promised, if it should bo neetjsHary, to double that term. Fortified with thin per-misHion, Sto.ruu baths fjirtwll to bin wife and daughter, and betook himsHf to London, with bin now noinplotud volumes, at tho Betting in of the winter. On the yiHt of December they made their appearance, and in about three-weeks from that date their author loft England, with tho intention of wintering in tho South of Franco. Thoro 4